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Correspondence' Exchanges- 
of Kermit Roosevelt With 
Company Are Disclosed 


3y DAVID BINDER 

Special to The New York Times' 

WASHINGTON, June 6— A 
glimpse of. undercover intel- 
ligence operations, bribery of 
A.rab princes and high-pres- 
sure military-aviation sales . 
tactics was provided today 
in documents of the Northrop 
Corporation released by a 
Senate Foreign Relations 
subcommittee. 

The documents include .ex- , 
changes of correspondence 
between Northropexecutives 
and Kermit (Kim) Roosevelt 
dating back to 1965 when 
he was a consultant for the 
Beverly Hills, Calif., corpora- 
tion. 

. Mr. Roosevelt, a grandson 
"of President Theodore Roose- 
velt, was the swashbuckling 
Central Intelligence Agency 
operative who personally ar- 
ranged a coup that rein- 
stalled Rizi-Pahlevi as Shah 
of Iran in 19511. 

Mr. Roosevelt was report- 
ed recovering from open- 
heart surgery and could not 
be reached for comment. 

The coup followed the Shah’s 
dismissal of Premier Moham- 
mad Mossadegh on Aug. 13, 
1953. According to "The Invis- 
ible Government,” a book on 
the C.I.A. by David Wise and 
Thomas B. Ross, although the 
Shah was forced by rioting 
mobs to flee Iran for several 
days, Iranian agents organized 
by Mr. Roosevelt staged an 
anti-Mossadegh demonstration, 
which turned the situation 
around, ending v/ith the jailing 
of the Premier and the .Shah's 
return from exile. 

The correspondence re- 
leased by the NozthrohVg 
firm, shows Corporation fol- 
lowing an interna! investiga- 
tion by en audit that Mr. 
Roo.-vvelt, who is now 59 
years old. used some of his 
C.I.A. connections to advan- 
tage in work on behalf of 
Northrop in the Middle East. 

' Mr. Roosevelt quoted a 




Saudi official, Anas Yassin, 
as having to him “flatly that 
he knew that Lockheed had 
bribed certain officers,” to 
promote sales of Lock- 
Stheed’s F - 10-lGarfighter. 
Northrop was promoting its 
F-5 Freedom Fighter at the 
time. _ 

Two days later Mr. Roose- 
velt wrote General Ttmber- 
lake again saying, "My 
friends in the C.I.A. are aiso 
keeping an eye on things. 

By April 15, 1965, Mr. 
Roosevelt was able to report 
that the Lockheed deal had 
been squashed by the late 
•King Faisal himself after he 
had been told by Anas Yassin 
of the bribery erfort with 
"names of officers bribed and 
the amounts.” 

In the meantime .-m. Roos- 
evelt had flown to Iran to 
talk with the Shah and -other 


■Iranian officials in behalf of.;. 
Northrop. ‘ ■ ; 

■ ' He spoke of "General Xha- . 
tami, who is mv old peronn- 
nal friend even though he 

■ once flew me over Soviet 
territory by mistake when 
. I was "high on the wanted 
list in Russia!" C-er.era! Mo- 
hammed Khatami command- ; 

‘ ed the Iranian Air Force. 

March, 19S3, Letter 

In a letter dated March 
17, 1965, and addressed to 
Patrick W. Tirnberiake, a 
Northrop vice president', Mr. 
Roosevelt wrote, ‘‘I have 
talked to a friend in my 
old place of employment who 

■ seems to be somehow or oth- 
er involved in various discus- 
sions relating to the rteci- 
ion” on a Saudi Arabian 
purchase of American figmer 

r aircraft. 

The allusion was apparent- . 
ly to the C.I.A., which Mr. 
Roosevelt had left sometime ' 
before 1959 to enter private 
business. 

At the time of the letter, 

. the Northrop _ Corporation 
was engaged in a fierce 
struggle with the Lockheed 
Aircraft Corporation to sell 
fighter planes to Saudi Ara- 
bia and Iran and perhaps 
later to Kuwait. 

In 19S5, Mr. Roosevelt had 
already been operating as 
a Washington business con- 
sultant at the ly.-ad of his 
own firm, Hermit Roosevelt 
& Associates, for one year, 
having terminated a five-year 
; association with the Gulf Oil 
. Corporation. 
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"continued “The Shah 
could not have been more 
cordial personally — he said 
that the next time _ I visit 
I should bring my wife, and 
’ the two families should take 
a vacation together.” 

Lockheed Product Ignored 

In subsequent months, both 
Saudi Arabia and Iran pur- 
-‘chased Northrop F-5s and 
ignored the Lockheed pro- 
duct. 

The correspondences also 
reveal critical remarks by 
Mr. Roosevelt about Phillips 
-Talbot, the former assistant 
Secretary of State for Near 
East affairs, and details 
about his social life, prelud- 
ing a party he gave for the 
new Iranian Ambassador to 
Washington, Ardeshir Sahe- 
di, in March 1973. 

Mr. Roosevelt’s efforts ap- 
pear to have been largely 
successful, and his fee rose 
accordinglv to $7o,0GQ .from 
$15,000 in '1965. - . ' . 

In conducting the investi- 
gation, the auditing firm of 
Ernst & Ernst reported to' 
Northrup that: 

“Kim Roosevelt has been 
perhaps the key figure in 
establishing the very high 
level of activity Northrop 
now has in the Middle East, 
with contract values in this 
area in the past seven to 
eight years running close to 
a billion dollars.” - 
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